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The start of the season was always going to be interesting, moving from two teams to one. Having a 
large squad had advantages allowing fresh legs on the pitch, whilst at the same time, having to 
rotate the squad to ensure all got a fair share of games. These decisions were made much easier 
with the introduction of Teamo. From my point on view this has been an excellent piece of software 
which made my life so much easier as a manager. Players were aware of the fixture, the team 
available and probably the greatest tool was the team communication. Allowing team members to 
communicate with ease, building team moral. 
 
The season as a whole has been one which all women in the team will remember. The team started 
with uncertainty, results were cautious at the start. Then something ‘clicked’. We had strong squads 
each week, which resulted in numerous victories.  
 
With entry in the Knockout Cup, our squad started well, albeit, making it hard for ourselves. Our first 
halves were always a bit slow and then the second half came. We came out all guns blazing and took 
the lead in numerous games resulting in progression through the rounds. Before we knew it, the 
final was here! Stockton Ladies team reaches the final of the Knockout Cup! Needless to say the was 
an exciting time. As a manger this was a great pleasure to be part of, then came the task of sorting 
the team for the fixture. I had 16 players to pick from a squad who had all contributed to getting to 
this stage.  
 
The squad was picked, we turned up and we knew those players who weren’t selected were still 
supporting us and cheering us on. Needless to say this fixture was no different than any other. The 
‘second half team’ came back fighting. We left it until the last minute before we took the lead. Final 
whistle blew and Stockton Ladies were the winners! The crowd was on their feet, the bench invaded 
the pitch and tears started to flow with joy and happiness.  
 
This was about midseason, so we knew we could only get better. As the season progresses the squad 
kept changing due to personal commitments. So as a whole squad, they came together and 
supported each other and played in various positions, including being goal keeper for random 
games. Players stepped up and helped with the paperwork on match days, ensured successful warm 
ups were carried out and the team were ready to play for each fixture. 
 
The results kept coming in, and with the last fixture we were to play before the abrupt end to the 
season, we wanted to continue the play with our heart and have fun. The ‘second half team’ seemed 
to surface again with an amazing team effort of grit and resilience. Resulting in another 3:2 win. 
 
The statistics for the season are we won 8, drew 2 and lost 4. We scored an amazing 54 goals and 
conceded 34. We ended second place in the league. 
 
As the manager, I would like to thank the amazing support of our coach Scott. His structure and 
support has driven us to success! Training sessions are challenging yet the right amount of fun and 
focus. Various other people including Beth for Captaincy, Jemma for arranging and sorting fixtures 
and Louise who seems to have picked up a number of jobs throughout the session including ending 
up with all the equipment. Lastly, I would like to personally thank the whole squad for your effort 
and commitment to this team. I am extremely proud of you all! I can’t wait for the next season and 
what successes we can make for ourselves. You are all amazing! Roll on next season! 


